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CLEANUP ARABIA
Emirates Diving Association (EDA) has been running Cleanup Arabia since its inception 
in 1995, a voluntary campaign that annually cleans-up the UAE’s dive sites and beaches 
with up to 1,000 volunteers working together, side by side. Cleanup Arabia is part of the 
Clean Up The World programme that is promoted and managed by the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), and the International Coastal Cleanup by the Ocean 
Conservancy is our data submission platform.

The campaign is made up of EDA members and stakeholders that participate in dive site 
and coastal clean-ups which help shape their consciousness concerning marine litter and 
saying no to single-use plastics. Inspiring change to make a difference together!

www.cleanuptheworld.org and www.oceanconservancy.org

THE HASHTAGS
#CleanupArabia  #NoExcuseForSingleUse  #WarOnPlastic  #CleanOn

FACTS
 · Marine litter is a problem for everyone! It affects us all, not just the coastal communities. 

We need to all take part and fix the problem together.

 · Marine litter poses threats not only to the marine environment, but to human health, 
to the appearance of the coast and to tourism.

 · Plastic typically constitutes around 75% of all marine litter, and it is regarded as one of 
the most problematic materials because of its abundance, longevity, and the fact that 
larger plastics break down into ever smaller parts termed ‘microplastics’.

 · Our ultimate goal as a people, is to prevent more litter from reaching the marine 
environment in the first place. We need to reduce, reuse and recycle, and ban 
“Biodegradable” products.

 · Biodegradable plastic, as defined in most of the world, requires specific conditions such 
as heat and soil-dwelling microbes and bacteria to fully biodegrade. Such conditions 
do not exist in many ocean environments, and therefore plastic that might otherwise 
be biodegradable in industrial composters, does not biodegrade once it enters the 
marine environment.

 · Since 1995, EDA has reported-to-date, 54,534.65 kg of marine litter collected 
by EDA Members through Cleanup Arabia to the Ocean Conservancy.

THE CAMPAIGN’S OBJECTIVES
• Engage the community and involve people from all 

walks of life to make a difference.
• Rid the marine environment of pollution.
• Direct people toward positive attitudes in maintaining a 

clean and sound environment by practice and participation.
• To record the quantities and types of debris collected 

throughout the year and make comparisons with the 
previous data collections.

• Data collected is reported to the Ocean Conservancy’s 
International Coastal Cleanup (ICC) and used in educating 
the public, businesses, industries and government officials 
about the marine debris problem we face in the UAE 
and neighbouring GCC.

ABOUT EDA
EDA is a registered non-profit NGO accredited by UNEP 
as an International Environmental Organisation.

EDA’s mission is to conserve, protect and restore the 
UAE’s marine resources by emphasising and promoting the 
marine environment and environmental diving.

LEGISLATION
Emirates Diving Association (EDA) was established by 
Federal Decree No. 23 Under Article No. 21 on 23/02/1995 
and chose Dubai as its base.

The Decree stipulates the following responsibilities for EDA:
• Legislate all diving activities in the UAE.
• Ensure environmentally respectful diving practices in all 

EDA members.
• Promote and support the diving industry within the UAE 

by coordinating the efforts of the diving community.
• Promote diving safety in the commercial and recreational 

diving fields through standardisation of practices.
• Promote and preserve historical aspects of diving within 

the gulf region and enhance environmental education 
to diving and non-diving communities through EDA 
projects and events.

EDA’S PROJECTS AND EVENTS:
• EDA’s quarterly magazine ‘Divers for the Environment’ 

(Mar, Jun, Sept, Dec).
• The Dive MENA Expo – co-located at the Dubai 

International Boat Show (March).
• Digital Online – EDA’s Yearly Underwater Photography 

and Film Competition (May).
• EDA’s quarterly Movie Screenings (Feb, May, Aug, Nov). 

Now available Online for our members living outside 
of the UAE. 

• Cleanup Arabia (all year round participation).
• School/Corporate Cleanup Arabia Events (On request).



NOTES
CLEANUP ARABIA T-SHIRTS
We created a sustainable T-shirt brand design 
in 2018 and only new EDA members since 
then will receive their T-shirt for all future 
Cleanup Arabia participation and volunteerism. 
Participants who were part of CUA 2018, are 
to continue using their T-shirts from that year.  

All new members can email Ioline with their 
size and we’ll get those sorted for you.

REUSABLE DRINKING BOTTLES
Don’t forget to bring your REUSABLE water 
bottles as part of our sustainable responsibilities. 
We don’t want to be adding more unnecessary 
plastic to our calculations. Bring a water cooler 
to refill from if you are going to be out for a 
few hours, you don’t want to run out of water. 
(*Renewing EDA members will receive their 
EDA Gift Bottle.)

GLOVES FOR BEACH & MESH BAGS 
FOR DIVES
EDA will supply you with gloves for your beach 
clean-ups and mesh bags for your dive clean-
ups. All you need to do is email us requesting 
them and we will have them ready for your 
collection. Our gloves are washable for you to 
keep reusing them for each of your clean-ups. 
Please do not throw them away, these items are 
not single-use. 

TAKE PHOTOS
Please take photos of your collections no matter 
how big or small they are. It helps us record all 
the information. They will also be used in the 
magazine (photos with you and your group are 
a bonus if you’re happy to be published).

WEAR YOUR MASK
Please be safe and adhere to the rules and 
regulations whenever you are outside in public 
spaces and practice social distancing. 

THE CAMPAIGN POST COVID-19

EMIRATES DIVING ASSOCIATION
Al Hudaiba Awards Buildings, Block B, 2nd Floor, Office 214, Jumeirah 1

Postal Address: P.O. Box 33220, Dubai, UAE

For more information, contact Ioline, EDA’s Admin Assistant
Email: projects@emiratesdiving.com Tel:+971 4 393 9390

WWW.EMIRATESDIVING.COM

EDA is a registered non-profit NGO and is accredited by UNEP as an International Environmental Organisation

COVID-19 MEASURES:
We will continue to perform small 
independant clean-ups throughout the 
year with the escalating level of pollution 
entering our environments since the 
pandemic’s halt of travel. More people are 
now exploring the outdoors, but with this 
comes a lack of environmental respect and 
sadly, more rubbish is left behind on our 
beaches and in our deserts. It may not be 
your mess, but it sure does become our 
responsibility. We need to make Cleanup 
Arabia mean more than ever before!

Cleanup Arabia should not just be about our campaign in November each year over a few 
weekends. Cleanup Arabia should be every day we are able to get out into the outdoors and give 
our environment some TLC. With so many of us independently taking part, solo or in small groups, 
we are able to cover more ground and different areas than we would at one big event. Divers are 
especially conscious to pick up marine litter whenever they see it.

WHAT YOU WILL NEED FOR BEACH CLEAN-UPS:
• Gloves (EDA will supply your gloves – these are for you to keep and washable for reuse).
• Bring a bucket to collect rubbish (a reusable and washable item for all your clean-ups).
• Your reusable water bottle and a water cooler to refill from to keep you properly hydrated, 

especially in warm temperatures.
• First-aid kit for minor cuts and scrapes.
•  Sunscreen and your mask.
• The Ocean Conservancy Data Form to record your results (can be done at the end of collecting).
• Pens or pencils.
• Hand sanitiser or wipes for after the cleanup.
• Closed toed shoes to protect your feet. 
• Optional: If you have a fish or luggage scale (a scale with a hook) at home, you can use it to weigh 

the trash you collect (subtract the bucket weight).
• Your phone/camera to take pictures to document your efforts. 

PICK A LOCATION
Identify a safe location to clean where social distancing is easily achievable. Think ahead about 
where you will properly dispose of trash at the location you choose. Monitor your health and the 
health of your family members before considering a clean-up of any size.

PROPERLY DISPOSE OF WASTE
Properly dispose of items collected. Do not place trash in overflowing bins. This may cause items 
to fly away and end up back in the water.

OUR COMBINED RESULTS
We are a strong community, let’s work at making this difference together! We will register all 
incoming results to the Ocean Conservancy. We’ll announce all your independent clean-ups on all 
our social media platforms, and we will total all our combined results and publish them each year 
in the December magazine issue of ‘Divers for the Environment’.

CLEANUP ARABIA CERTIFICATES
All those that take part in Cleanup Arabia will receive their Cleanup Arabia certificate of participation.

THE OCEAN CONSERVANCY DATA FORM YOU NEED TO FILL OUT
* You will find the Ocean Conservancy Data Form (front and back) with instructions for you to print 
and fill out on the following pages. Please scan and email it back to us along with your photos each 
time you are done with your clean-ups. Do not forget to note down your clean-up location as this is 
important for us to compare statistics and don’t forget to take photos. 



VOLUNTEER
OCEAN TRASH DATA FORM

CLEAN UP TRASH & COLLECT DATA1

ORGANIZE & ANALYZE DATA2

PUBLISH RESULTS3

REDUCE OUR IMPACT4

Ocean and waterway trash ranks as one of the most serious pollution problems choking our planet. Far more than an eyesore, 
a rising tide of marine debris threatens human health, wildlife, communities and economies around the world. The ocean faces 
many challenges, but trash should not be one of them. Ocean trash is entirely preventable, and data you collect are part of 
the solution. The International Coastal Cleanup is the world’s largest volunteer effort on behalf of ocean and waterway health.

HERE IS HOW IT WORKS:

Please return this form to your area coordinator. 
If you are unable to do so, please mail or email it to:

Ocean Conservancy
Attn: International Coastal Cleanup
1300 19th Street, NW, 8th Floor, Washington, DC 20036
cleanup@oceanconservancy.org

Trash Free Seas: www.oceanconservancy.org/cleanup
Be a Green Boater: www.oceanconservancy.org/do-your-part/green-boating
Sponsors: www.oceanconservancy.org/cleanupsponsors
Clean Swell: www.oceanconservancy.org/cleanswell

GO PAPERLESS!

Collect and record 
your data on 
Clean Swell!
Download the 
free app on your 
mobile device.

NUMBER OF VOLUNTEERS 
WORKING ON THIS CARD:

adults children 
(under 12)

SITE INFORMATION:

Zone or 
County: 

Nearest Crossroad 
or Landmark: 

Land: 

State or 
Province: 

Underwater: Watercraft:

Cleanup Site 
Name: 

Country:

=20 =17 =19

OCEAN
TRASH
INDEX

REPORT

MOST UNUSUAL ITEM COLLECTED: DATE:TYPE OF CLEANUP:

EXTRA NOTES

EMIRATES DIVING ASSOCIATION
Al Hudaiba Awards Buildings, Block B, 2nd Floor, Office 214, Jumeirah 1

Postal Address: P.O. Box 33220, Dubai, UAE

For more information, contact Ioline, EDA’s Admin Assistant
Email: projects@emiratesdiving.com Tel:+971 4 393 9390

WWW.EMIRATESDIVING.COM
EDA is a registered non-profit NGO and is accredited by UNEP as an International Environmental Organisation



Citizen scientist: Pick up all trash and record all items 
you find below. No matter how small the items, the data 
you collect are important for Trash Free Seas.®

TRASH COLLECTED

ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN:
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  DEAD/INJURED ANIMAL STATUS ENTANGLED TYPE OF ENTANGLEMENT ITEM

  Dead or Injured Yes or No

TOTAL #

TOTAL #

TOTAL #

TOTAL #

TOTAL #

EXAMPLE:

Plastic Bags: = 8
Please DO NOT use words or check marks.
Only numbers are useful data.

TOTAL #

Beverage Bottles (Plastic):                                                  

Beverage Bottles (Glass):

Beverage Cans:

Grocery Bags (Plastic):

Other Plastic Bags:

Paper Bags:

Cups & Plates (Paper):

Cups & Plates (Plastic):

Cups & Plates (Foam):

PACKAGING MATERIALS:

6-Pack Holders

Other Plastic/Foam Packaging:

Other Plastic Bottles (oil, bleach, etc.):

Strapping Bands:

Tobacco Packaging/Wrap:

PERSONAL HYGIENE:

Condoms:

Diapers:

Syringes:

Tampons/Tampon Applicators:

TOTAL #

2.5cm 

(actual size)

CLEANUP SUMMARY (circle units)

MOST LIKELY TO FIND ITEMS:

Cigarette Butts:

Food Wrappers (candy, chips, etc.):

Take Out/Away Containers (Plastic):                   

Take Out/Away Containers (Foam):

Bottle Caps (Plastic) 

Bottle Caps (Metal) 

Lids (Plastic) :

Straws/Stirrers:

Forks, Knives, Spoons:

FISHING GEAR:

Fishing Buoys, Pots & Traps:

Fishing Net & Pieces:

Fishing Line (1 yard/meter = 1 piece):

Rope (1 yard/meter = 1 piece):

OTHER TRASH:

Appliances (refrigerators, washers, etc.):

Balloons:

Cigar Tips:

Cigarette Lighters:

Construction Materials:

Fireworks:

Tires:

TINY TRASH LESS THAN 2.5CM:

Foam Pieces

Glass Pieces

Plastic Pieces

1. 2. 3.

Number of Trash Bags Filled: Weight of Trash Collected: lbs/kgs    Distance Cleaned:    miles/km 



In partnership with

CLEANUP ARABIA 2021 | THE UAE’S ANNUAL CLEAN-UP CAMPAIGN!

INSPIRING CHANGE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE TOGETHER

Tel: +971 4 393 9390 | Email: projects@emiratesdiving.com | Website: www.emiratesdiving.com
EDA is a non-profit voluntary federal organisation and is accredited by UNEP as an International Environmental Organisation.

        Like our group page on www.facebook.com/emiratesdivingassociation          Follow us on www.twitter.com/emiratesdivingassociation          Follow us on www.instagram.com/emiratesdivingassociation


